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Plans for Port Gamble include a hotel, up to 226 homes

By TYLER SHUEY
North Kitsap Herald

New development is in
the works for Port Gamble,
which will allow up to 226
residential homes, a hotel
and expansion of existing
commercial uses.

The expansion is part of
the master plan approved
by Kitsap County in 2022.

Jon Rose, vice president
of real estate for Rayonier,
which runs Port Gamble,
said the plan aligns with
both the county’s Compre-
hensive Plan and the Growth
Management Act’s chapter
on National Historic Towns,
which allow for the town
to redevelop to its historic
density.

“Port Gamble is a National
Historic Landmark District,
and the plan will serve as a
model for howto both honor
and evolve communities
deeply rooted in American
history,” Rose said.

Infrastructure work has
already begun, focusing on
the phased replacement of
water and sewer facilities,
and a new road has been
constructed for the moun-
tain bike ride park at Port
Gamble Forest Heritage
Park. New buildings are not
expected in town for another
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The master plan area in Port Gamble.

two years, Rose said.

“We are currently speak-
ing with a variety of experts
and operators in real estate,
hospitality, home-building
and other industries who
have the knowledge and
experience with master
plans and similar kinds of
projects,” he said. “We've
also been working with
an architectural histo-
rian to make sure that we
keep the essential DNA of
Port Gamble as we move
forward.”

“Redevelopment is key to
revitalizing Port Gamble,”

Rose said. “The sawmill’s
closure significantly
impacted the town’s econ-
omy, raising concerns about
its future. We embarked
on an effort to re-focus
the town away from heavy
industrial uses toward a
more sustainable existence
and develop a master plan.
This redevelopment plan
offers a path forward, ensur-
ing the town’s continued
vitality”

Regarding how envi-
ronmental concerns will
be balanced with the new
development, Rose said the

A sunny day in Port Gamble.

plan was approved under
an extensive Environmen-
tal Impact Study. Elements
of the EIS include:50% of
the master plan is open
space, much of which will
be added to Heritage Park.
Several years ago,
Rayonier, the Department
of Ecology, and the Kitsap
Public Utilities District
worked to develop a waste-
water treatment plant.
Known as a membrane

bioreactor, the effluent qual-
ity is equal to drinking water
standards, Rose said. The
outfall in Hood Canal was
removed, opening 90 acres
to shellfish harvesting. The
effluent is now discharged
into the ground, helping to
replenish the aquifer.
Rayonier will be treating
stormwater runoff from the
majority of existing roads
and all the new roads in
town. That is unique as

most towns only implement
stormwater treatment on
new roads, Rose said.

A conservation ease-
ment was sold to the Port
Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
on 18 acres, or 67% of the
former mill site. The ease-
ment is intended to preserve
the opportunity for shore-
line and habitat restora-
tion and public recreation
by removing the threat of
development.

Kitsap County’s favorite reads in 2024 are local at heart

By MoLLY HETHERWICK
North Kitsap Herald

The Kitsap Regional Library
released its “Wrapped” list for
2024, a compilation of books
that most captivated county
readers of all ages last year.

“We crunched the numbers
to discover the most popular
titles across genres, formats
and audiences, but we antici-
pated you might already be
aware of these,” library offi-
cials wrote in an announce-
ment. “Because you put them
on hold eons ago”

Those who use Spotify as
their preferred music-stream-
ingplatform will recognize the
year-end “wrapped” concept,
but for those who don’t, here’s
how it works: libraries keep
trackofhowmanytimesa title
is checked out or put on hold
as part of their annual review.
The data is used to inform the
library’s purchasing decisions
and manage the collection’s
size, which helps bring fresh
material to the shelves and
caters to public demand.

The yearly report is a
hyper-local look at what
stories Kitsap readers are
interested in, what they’re
learning about, and what
book they might like to pick
up next. Many of the most
in-demand books had alocal
angle: amilitary connection, a
Washington-based author, an
indigenous voice, etc.

Here’s some of the top
reads:

FICTION

1. “The Women” by Kris-
tin Hannah (Historical
Fiction)

In 1965, a young nurs-
ing student raised on Coro-
nado Island near San Diego
ships out to Vietham with
the Army Nurse Corps. She is
rocked to her core by the war,
returning home to a divided
world she barely recognizes
but must still find her place
within. If you liked the book,
KRL librarians recommend
these other titles: “Absolu-
tion” by Alice McDermott;
“Flying Angels” by Danielle
Steel; “Band of Sisters” by
Lauren Willig; “Sisters Under
the Rising Sun” by Heather

Morris; and “Today We Go
Home” by Kelli Estes.

2. “First Lie Wins” by
Ashley Elston (Thriller)

A woman named Evie
Porter — or so she says — is
on an undercover mission
in a small Southern town to
rob her markblind. The pres-
sure is on from her mysteri-
ous boss, after the disastrous
outcome of her last job —
but even though she’s deter-
mined to pull the con off,
things start to go awry when
a stranger bearing her true
identity comes to town.

3. “Funny Story” by Emily
Henry (Romance)

Two broken hearts have to
re-discover what they want
out of love after their lives
are turned upside-down by
a sudden engagement. It’s a
little awkward to find your-
self living with your ex’s new
fianceé’s ex-boyfriend in a
tiny little town, but at least
you're in the same boat, right?

4.“The Silence at Mystery
Bay” by D.D. Black (Murder
Mystery)

Black is a master of Pacific
Northwest crime fiction, and
his most recent work is a hit
close to home. Sleepy Port
Townsend seemed like the
perfect place for private inves-
tigator Thomas Austin to relax
on vacation, but a sudden
death in front of thousands
of witnesses at a music festi-
val, all of whom are sworn to
secrecy, calls for his expertise.

5. “Wandering Stars” by
Tommy Orange (Historical
Fiction)

Indigenous writer Orange,
author of bestseller “There,
There, writes about Jude Star,
a survivor of the Sand Creek
Massacre, who is imprisoned
at Fort Marion in 1864 and
forced to learn English and
convert to Christianity by
an evangelical prison guard.
The guard goes on to found
the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School, dedicated to eradi-
cating indigenous culture
and practices. Star’s descen-
dants suffer by his hand, but
dream of a future away from
the institution.

NONFICTION

1. “The Anxious
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Generation: How the Great
Rewiring of Childhood is
Causing an Epidemic of
Mental Illness” by Jonathan
Haidt (Psychology)

Haidt explains the multi-
tudinous reasons children’s
mental health plunged in the
early 2010s — it’s no coinci-
dence that smartphones were
ubiquitous by then — and
calls for sweeping reforms to
restore a healthy upbringing
to children.

If you liked this book, KRL
librarians recommend these
other titles: “Who’s Raising
the Kids?” by Susan Linn;
“Growing Up Human” by

Brenna Hassett; “Growing
Up Public” by Devorah Heit-
ner; “The Orphans of Daven-
port” by Marilyn Brookwood;
and “Stolen Focus” by Johann
Hari.

2. “The Amish Wife” by
Gregg Olsen (True Crime)

Amish woman Ida
Stutzman, pregnant wife and
mother, died in a barn fire
in 1977. The coroner ruled it
“natural,” but after Stutzman’s
husband Eli and their son
Danny took off across the
country, leaving multiple
murdersin their wake, author
Olsen and Stutzman'’s brother
sought answers.
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3. “The Secret History of
Bigfoot: Field Notes on a
North American Monster”
byJohn O’Connor (Informa-
tion, Cryptozoology)

Journalist O’Connor seeks
to discover exactly what capti-
vates the imagination about
the myth of Bigfoot through a
series of interviews with cryp-
tozoologists, treks through the
Pacific Northwest and metic-
ulous research.

4. “Supercommunica-
tors: How to Unlock the
Language of Connection”
by Charles Duhigg (Psychol-
ogy, Self-Help)

Excellent listeners have

a knack for understanding
human connection, Duhigg
argues, but it’s not a fixed
trait; we can all learn to open
our ears.

5. “Thunder Song” by
Sasha taqwseblu LaPointe
(Essays)

Nooksack and Upper Skagit
author LaPointe explores
themes ranging from indig-
enous identity and stereo-
types to cultural displacement
and environmental degrada-
tion to understand what our
experiences teach us about
the power of community,
commitment and conscien-
tious honesty.

FORYOUTH

“A Tempest of Tea” by
Hafsah Faizal (YA Thriller,
Romance)

Criminal mastermind and
tearoom manager Arthie
Casimir caters to unsuspect-
ing humans by day and the
secretvampire society lurking
justbeyond the surface of the
city of White Roaring by night.
When her cafe is threatened
by the city’s tyrannical ruler,
she must flexher connections
in that dark world, ather own
risk.

“The Princess and the
GreedyPea” by Leigh Hodg-
kinson (Children’s Fiction)

The pea is very hungry —
so hungry it’s eating nearly
everything in sight. A big
meal calls for a big nap, but
wait a minute, whose dinner
did it eat? And whose bed is it
sleepingin?

FREE SEMINAR

Jefferson

PARKINSON'’S SEMINAR

Join us for a free seminar on living well with Parkinson’s
disease, supported by a community grant from the
Parkinson’s Foundation. This event is essential for patients
and caregivers to learn about treatment options and support.

Laurie Mischley, ND, PhD, MPH, an expert in managing
Parkinson'’s Disease, will share insights on the nutritional
needs specific to individuals with this condition. Kelly
Ramirez, MD, Jefferson Healthcare’s new general neurologist,
will join her. Dr. Ramirez has experience treating a diverse
population with various neurological conditions, including
Parkinson'’s. Additionally, Becky Steffens, DPT, will provide
information on local resources, including support groups
and classes designed for patients living with Parkinson's.

Monday, January 13, 1:00 pm
Bay Club, 120 Spinnaker Place
Port Ludlow, Washington

Healthcare jeffersonhealthcare.org




